International armed conflicts occur when one or more States have recourse to armed force against another State or States, regardless of the reasons for or the intensity of this confrontation.[footnoteRef:1]  Far more common today are non-international armed conflicts. According to the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), a non-international armed conflict is a “protracted armed confrontation occurring between governmental armed forces and the forces of one or more armed groups, or between such groups arising on the territory of a State [party to the Geneva Conventions]. The armed confrontation must reach a minimum level of intensity and the parties involved in the conflict must show a minimum of organisation.”[footnoteRef:2] International humanitarian law does not apply to “situations of internal disturbances and tensions, such as riots, isolated and sporadic acts of violence and other acts of a similar nature”.[footnoteRef:3] [1:  Article 2 Common to the Geneva Conventions of 1949.]  [2:  International Committee of the Red Cross, How is the Term “Armed Conflict” Defined in international humanitarian law? Opinion Paper, March 2008, p. 5. See also, Article 3 Common to the Geneva Conventions of 1949 (Common Article 3) and Protocol II Additional to the Geneva Conventions and relating to the Protection of Victims of Non-International Armed Conflicts (Protocol II), 1977.    ]  [3:  Article 1(2) of Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 1949, and relating to the Protection of Victims of Non-International Armed Conflicts (Protocol II), 1977.  ] 



1. Ensure accountability 
[bookmark: _GoBack]According to the UN’s Minnesota Protocol on the Investigation of Potentially Unlawful Deaths, a State must investigate all incidents where it has “caused a death or where it is alleged or suspected that the State caused a death”.[footnoteRef:4] This duty, the Protocol explains, “applies to all peacetime situations and to all cases during an armed conflict outside the conduct of hostilities…regardless of whether it is suspected or alleged that the death was unlawful”.[footnoteRef:5] [4:  OHCHR, The Minnesota Protocol on the Investigation of Potentially Unlawful Deaths, 2016, UN Doc. HR/PUB/17/4, Section II, C, para. 16 (hereinafter OHCHR, The Minnesota Protocol).]  [5:  OHCHR, The Minnesota Protocol, Section II, C, para. 16.] 


During the conduct of hostilities, in situations governed by international humanitarian law, a “post-operation assessment” should be carried out to determine the facts wherever “it appears that casualties have resulted from an attack”, and if any death is suspected or alleged to have resulted from a violation of international humanitarian law, further inquiry is necessary. In the case of possible war crimes, a full investigation and prosecution of suspected perpetrators is required.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  OHCHR, The Minnesota Protocol, Section II, C, para. 21.] 


